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Welcome &
Introductions
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Agenda Review &
Meeting Guidelines
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Meeting Agenda 
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Schedule Topic Lead/Presenter

8:30 am Welcome & Introductions; Agenda Review AnnetteLiebe
Agenda Review; Meeting Guidelines Annette Liebe

Rulemaking Process & Timeline; RAC Operating GuidelinesLauraHartt

Background and Rulemaking Objective Justin Iverson

Key Groundwater Concepts Justin Iverson

Current Allocation Process& Need for Updated Rules Justin Iverson

Break
Draft Rules - Overview

¶ Approach

¶ Divisions 300, 400, 8, 410, 9

JustinIverson

Divisions 300 & 400 Draft Rules - Review(time permitting) Justin Iverson
Break

11:30 am Public Comment LauraHartt
By noon Wrap-up & Next Steps AnnetteLiebe



Please Remember To

ÅTreat others respectfully

ÅwŜƳŀƛƴ άƳǳǘŜŘέ ǿƘŜƴ ƴƻǘ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ

Å¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜ άǊŀƛǎŜ ƘŀƴŘέ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ȅƻǳ 
would like to speak

ÅRAC members: Please hold your 
questions/comments until the end of the 
presentation

ÅOther attendees: Please hold your 
questions/comments until the Public 
Comment Period
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Rulemaking Process & Timeline; 
RAC Operating Guidelines
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Overview of Rulemaking Process

Draft Rules & Statement of Need/Fiscal Impact

Rulemaking Advisory Committee (RAC)

Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

Public Comment Period & Hearing(s)

Staff Recommendation & Commission Decision



Rulemaking Timeline
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RAC Operating Guidelines

RAC Role

ÅAttend and participate in meetings

ÅProvide information/recommendations 
regarding draft rules and potential fiscal 
impacts

OWRD Role

Å Facilitate meetings

ÅProvide technical support and subject 
matter expertise

Å Foster collaboration and consensus building
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Background
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Background

June 2021 ςGroundwater 
Concerns Assessment

ÅMore than 70% of GW 
applications result in a 
permit

ÅApprox. 80% of 
ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ά!ǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ 
/ƻƴŎŜǊƴέ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǎ

ÅThe GW review cannot 
always determine 
whether the aquifer is 
over-appropriated given 
current definition (and 
policy around) that term

Dec 2021 & March 2022 ς
Commission Discussion

ÅProtect existing users

ÅApply the precautionary 
principle

ÅMake a positive finding that 
water is available

Oct 2022 ςGroundwater 
Allocation Project Outreach 
Meetings Summary Report

ÅSummarizes public input from 
Fall 2022 hybrid meetings

Source: OWRD (http://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/gis/gis_map_library/) 11



Rulemaking Objective

Update groundwater allocation rules to be 
more sustainable and protective of existing 
water users, both instream and out-of-stream.

Source: OWRD (http://apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/gis/gis_map_library/) 12



Key Groundwater Concepts
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Key Concepts

ÅGroundwater is a 
component of the 
water cycle

ÅThe source of 
groundwater 
pumped from 
wells 
Åstorage 

Åcapture 
(streamflow 
depletion)

Photo: OWRD, Unnamed spring discharging to Metolius River 14



What is Groundwater?

Source: USGS (http://water.usgs.gov/edu/earthgwaquifer.html) 15



Groundwater within Water Cycle

Source: USGS (https://www.usgs.gov/special-topics/water-science-school/science/fundamentals-water-cycle) 16



Groundwater Flow to Surface Water

Source: USGS Circular 1139, Groundwater and Surface Water: A Single Resource 17



Baseflow is Groundwater

Photo: OWRD, Eagle Creek in late August 18


